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TS VANCOUVER NAVY CADETS 

Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.55 pm]: I would like to talk about TS Vancouver navy cadets. It has been 
named the best Australian Navy cadet unit in the Gallipoli Flotilla and was the only unit in Western Australia to 
be inspected for the national efficiency award, for which only seven units in Australia were inspected. One of 
our cadets, Leading Seaman Jason Addis, was named Young Citizen of the Year for Albany for his work in 
cadets and the community. 

As TS Vancouver is a Yachting Australia training centre, many of our cadets were able to attain qualifications, 
which can also earn the cadets points towards their Western Australian Certificate of Education graduation. 
These courses include Get into Small Boat Sailing basic skills I and II, Recreational Skipper’s Ticket and the 
National Powerboat Scheme. We held the inaugural TS Vancouver powerboat competition as a tool to improve 
powerboat handling under pressure situations. I believe this to be the first competition of its kind to be conducted 
within the Australian Navy cadets. This competition was won by Petty Officer Brent Gardner and Leading 
Seaman Em Simpson. They were able to purchase a 15-horsepower engine for one of their powerboats through a 
grant from the Albany Port Authority, which will allow them to run more efficient powerboat courses. They 
participated in a number of tri-service activities with Army and Air Force cadets, including a camp where the 
cadets were able to fly in a light aeroplane, abseil down The Gap and sail in Princess Royal Harbour. Navy 
cadets also hosted the first tri-service dining-in night. They are currently training some of their senior cadets to 
become either sailing instructors or powerboat instructors. These qualifications are nationally recognised.  

TS Vancouver currently has 35 cadets and three staff, and continues to strive to be an effective youth 
development organisation in Albany.  
 


